Abstract: It is mandatory for dentists to enhance their knowledge regarding the nature, associated hazards and infection control guidelines of BBV diseases.
Introduction
Blood borne viruses (BBV) are heterogeneous group of viruses which share a unique characteristic of transmission between hosts via blood. A dentist is morally and professionally obliged to treat dental patients infected by BBV. [1] They comprise of blood-borne and other occupational microbial diseases that have a huge risk of transmission to dental health care workers and patients in everyday dental practice, such as, adenovirus, cytomegalovirus, epstein-barr virus, influenza virus and parainfluenza virus. [2] Refusal to treat such patients can result in disciplinary action against the dentist in certain parts of the world. [3] However, the practice of treating BBV infected patients is not a norm. BBV infected patients are usually denied treatment on the basis of their disease. [4] Saudi Arabia (KSA) is not an exception in relevance to prevalence of BBV. HBsAg positivity in KSA has been shown to be around 8.3%. [5] Infectious diseases, such as HIV, are one of the most complex health problems in the 21st century. [6] The overall number of HIV positive Saudis by 2010 was reported to be 4019. [7] These studies did not incorporate prevalence of BBV in foreign nationals residing in KSA, which would further increase the overall prevalence of such diseases. As, the number of such patients continue to increase, it is mandatory for dentists to enhance their knowledge regarding the nature, associated hazards and infection control guidelines of BBV diseases. [7] Inability to gain relevant knowledge will result in reluctance to treat BBV infected patients, as shown by a study in which dental students were reluctant in treating AIDS patients because of lack of confidence in managing such patients. [5] In addition to knowledge, two other important traits of a dentist which influence the implementation of infection control guidelines and the treatment provided to BBV patients, are attitude and behavior of a dentist. Attitude is defined as "a psychological tendency that is expressed by evaluating a particular entity with some degree of favor or disfavor". [8] While, behavior is defined as "internally coordinated responses (actions or inactions) of whole living organisms (individuals or groups) to internal and/or external stimuli". [9] It is pivotal to assess knowledge, attitude and behavior (KAB) of dentists towards BBV infected patients, so that, mandatory steps could be taken in the future to enhance the treatment quality of BBV infected patients and the confidence of dentist in managing such patients.
The awareness level of dentists towards infectious diseases is usually good but compliance to infection control protocols is globally suboptimal [10] Few studies of such nature have been conducted in Saudi Arabia. A study assessed the implementation of infection control protocol in private sector. [11] Another study assessed the awareness & attitude of dentists towards Hepatitis B vaccination. [12] Recently, a study assessed the knowledge & attitude of male dental students towards AIDS patients. [5] We took into consideration the finding of these studies and widened the scope of our study, by inclusion of dentists of varying specialties, from both government and private health care sectors. A saudi based study stated that there should be an infection control manual & educational program for dental sectors especially for private dental sectors [13] As, dental students are to be the expected future dentists who will diagnose and treat numerous multi-cultural patients, thus, dental students awareness of infectious diseases must be assessed.
Materials & Methods

Study design
It is a cross sectional survey based study.
Sampling technique
The study utilizes a two stage convenience sampling method. The first stage is characterized by selection of dental schools. The dental schools were selected on the basis of availability of final year dental students within that particular school. treatment provided to BBV patients, are attitude and behavior of a dentist. treatment provided to BBV patients, are attitude and behavior of a dentist.
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Study subjects
The subjects will be final year dental students.
Sample size
The sample size will be 300. The sample size is based on the cumulative number of final year dental students available in these dental schools.
Data collection method
The subjects will be provided an online self-prepared, structured questionnaire which comprises of sections relevant to "knowledge of infectious diseases", "knowledge of mode of transmission of infectious diseases", "knowledge of clinical features of infectious diseases" and "knowledge and behavior towards infection control guidelines of infectious diseases". On completion, the questionnaire will be submitted online.
Statistical analysis
The data will be transferred to SPSS version 16 and later. Frequency distribution and multiple logical regression analysis via SPSS version 16 will be utilized for statistical analysis of the data. 
Result College
